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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

EXPLORING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN BIOLOGICAL
SCIENCES

OBJECTIVES

1. To provide insights into the personal and
professional journeys of established academics in the
field of biological sciences to motivate students.

2. To educate students about diverse career

opportunities in biological sciences, highlighting the
advantages of pursuing advanced degrees like MSc
and PhD.

3. To clarify Educational Choices: Help students

understand the differences between 3-year and 4-




year B.Sc. programs and their implications for
future academic and professional opportunities.

4. To expand Knowledge: Introduce students to
specialized fields like molecular and cell biology,
fostering a deeper understanding of emerging areas
in life sciences.

5. To encourage Networking: Create a platform for
interaction between students and experienced
professors, enabling mentorship and guidance for
future academic and career endeavours.

METHODOLOGY

1. Interactive Speaker Sessions
2. Team Introductions and Networking

INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFLIATION
DETAILS

PROF. YOGENDER PAL KHASA
( DEPT. OF MICROBIOLOGY, SOUTH CAMPUS,
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI)

( IF ANY) DR. ARCHANA SINGH
(DEPT. PLANT MOLECULAR BIOLOGY, SOUTH
CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI)

OUTCOMES

1. Students gained a clearer understanding of various
career options in biological sciences, including the
pathways for advanced studies like MSc and PhD
programs.

2. Participants received valuable guidance on choosing
between 3-year and 4-year B.Sc. programs and
learned about the advantages of each, empowering
them to make informed academic decisions.

3. The speakers’ inspiring journeys and discussions
provided motivation and deeper insights into
specialized fields such as microbiology and molecular
biology, leaving the audience with a broadened
perspective on their career possibilities.
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REPORT

The event began with a tribute to Goddess Saraswati through an invocation and the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp, accompanied by a heartfelt rendition of Saraswati Vandana. Following this, Prof. Krishna Kumar, the
Bursar, SVC honored the first speaker, Prof. Yogendra Pal Khasa, Department of Microbiology, University
of Delhi, South Campus with a memento and a planter. Dr. P. Jayaraj, Convenor of Life Sciences, then
introduced the students and faculty coordinators of team Adhibhuta and Quintessence.

The career counseling session began with an engaging talk by Professor Yogendra Pal Khalsa, who shared his
inspiring journey and offered valuable insights into potential career paths after completing a Bachelor’s in
Biological Sciences. He covered various topics, including prospective colleges, the differences between a 3-
year and 4-year B.Sc. program, and their respective advantages. He also discussed opportunities for further
studies, such as MSc and PhD programs, and explained how students could choose to pursue an MSc first or
directly enter a PhD program, highlighting the benefits of each pathway.

Professor Khalsa’s session provided a comprehensive roadmap for B.Sc. students, especially those in
microbiology and life sciences. He compared the 3-year and 4-year B.Sc. programs, noting that the traditional
3-year degree makes students eligible for MSc programs and competitive exams like 1T JAM, CSIR-NET,
and GATE, while the 4-year B.Sc. (under NEP 2020) offers more research exposure and could allow direct
entry into PhD programs. He also explored higher education opportunities abroad, focusing on Germany,
where tuition-free or low-cost education is a significant draw. He explained that German universities typically
require students with a 3-year B.Sc. to complete a master’s before entering a PhD, in line with the Bologna
Process. However, those with a 4-year B.Sc. may have a better chance for direct PhD admission, particularly
if they have strong research experience.

Additionally, he highlighted the importance of factors such as research experience, standardized tests (GRE,
TOEFL, IELTS), and scholarships in securing admissions and funding. By outlining various academic
pathways and their advantages, his talk provided students with valuable clarity, enabling them to make well-
informed decisions about their future studies and careers.

Our second speaker captivated the audience with an insightful discussion on career opportunities in
molecular and cell biology, offering plenty of thought-provoking ideas. She also explored career options
related to plant microbiology and highlighted the influential fields within life sciences. She detailed the
process and criteria for students interested in pursuing a master’s or PhD abroad, particularly in countries
like Germany and the USA. Additionally, she shared the various opportunities and career paths available
after completing science courses, along with an overview of her own impactful research in the field.

The event concluded with a sincere vote of thanks from our president, bringing the enlightening session to a
close.
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Teachers and students from different departments attended the session
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Feedback Form Respones

How did you find the I} Copy chart
session overall?

84 responses

@ Very helpful

@ Good, | learned a
lot.

@ It was alright,
but could be
improved.

@ | didn't find it
useful.

Was the information I_D Copy chart
provided relevant to
your career goals?

84 responses

@ VYes, completely

@® Somewhat
relevant

@ Neutral
@ Not very relevant

A @ Not relevant at

all
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What format would |_D Copy chart
you prefer for future
sessions?

84 responses

@ In-person events
@ Virtual webinars
@ Hybrid (both in-

person and
virtual)
How would you rate IC) Copy chart
the overall
organization of the
session?

84 responses

Average rating (4.30)
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This is to certify that the seminar on “Exploring Career Opportunities in

Biological Sciences” was successfully conducted on 220 January, 2025 from 12

noon to 3 pm by Adhibhuta, the Life Sciences Society in the offline mode and

its event report has been submitted to IQAC for records.
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